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From the office..Thank you
Grazie
Dankie

Fa’ afetai
Merci

We would like to thank the following
organisations and individuals who
have made grants or donations to
support the work of the Foundation,
over the past four months.

Lottery Grants
J R McKenzie Trust

Todd Foundation
Wellington Children's Foundation

Winton Bear Trust
T G Macarthy Trust

Square Trust
Cloud 9 Ltd

The Thompson Family
DVI

BJ Ball Papers
Festival Hire

Ubix
Hutt City Council

Silverstream Railway
Tartan Consultants Ltd

Bev McFarlane
Kevin & Lorraine Fisher

Helen Scott

Thank you all; your help enables us
to create a support system for all our
Asperger Families & to increase
awareness and understanding of the
condition.

Tena koe to all our friends and whanau

Wet and blustery, storms of Wahine proportions, tornadoes,
cyclones, what a winter we've had!  We are definitely looking
forward to some calmer skies ahead - the daffodils and spring
flowers popping their heads up now really are a welcome sight.
Life too can seem more than a little bit stormy at times and
when you're in the middle of that crisis, it's easy to feel that
you're the only one going through it.  But just as the communities
around NZ have rallied to provide support and help each other,
there is a powerful source of support in the Asperger community
too.

We would like to extend a very warm welcome to all those
families who have recently joined the Foundation.  It seems
like a good time to let you all know who we are and what we're
about.  I'd also like to share with you my view of where the
Foundation fits, amongst all the support services that are out
there.

I strongly believe in the concept that family/whanau are
responsible for the health and wellbeing of their children and
teens.  Those who live with the child 24/7 are the experts -
helping agencies can make sure that parents know what help
is available to them, and offer support, but at the end of the
day, the families must be listened to.  And that everyone needs
some support from time to time; the Foundation's role is to
listen and help you to try and find solutions that work for your
family situation.  Helping agencies need to respect the individual
talents and difficulties that each family faces - there is definitely
not a 'one size fits all' approach to a child or teen with AS.
Often, as things exist, there is no perfect solution to the
difficulties, but with patience and respect shown among all the
people committed to the welfare of these special young people,
some 'good enough for now' solutions can be found.

"As we have journeyed through this autism spectrum land, I
have found that the greatest gains we have achieved have not
been in seeking typical avenues but adventuring onto the side
roads with so much scenic beauty. Instead of approaching
things typically, thinking out of the box, and having new eyes
the journey has been freer of obstacles. My son has taught
me so much and extended us so much emotionally that it has
been a gift to be given these new eyes."
Quote taken from: http.autism.about.com/library/blreaderquotes.html

Take care,

Barb - Foundation Co-ordinator

Foundation
Co-ordinator

Barbara Jones

Office Hours
Mon, Tues, Thurs from 10am - 5pm

Wed from 5pm - 9pm

Contact Details
Phone

04 920 9473

Email
foundation@entercloud9.com

Website
www.withyoueverystepoftheway.

com



WHO WE ARE

Located at 1 Fairway Drive, Avalon

which is about 10 mins from Lower Hutt CBD

Ph 04 920 9473

email foundation@entercloud9.com

Office hours:

Days: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday - 10-4pm

Late Night:  Wednesday - 5-9pm

Parking available, close to public transport

Foundation Co-ordinator - Barbara Jones

I am married with three young adult children.  My youngest son is aged 20 years
and was diagnosed with Asperger Syndrome as a teenager.  I have had a long
involvement with community groups and have worked in the area of health &
information services for the past ten years.  I'm looking forward to helping you with
support and information about Asperger Syndrome and can tell you all about the
services we offer at the Foundation.

My interests include foreign & quirky films (recent faves - Amelie, the Station Agent),
relaxing at home with family, bushwalks, good cafes, reading & the odd spot of retail
therapy!

The Co-ordinator is available Monday, Tuesday, Thursday 10-4pm & Weds
evenings 5-9pm.

Bookshop Manager - Bronwyn Wattrus

I am married with 2 children. My son was diagnosed with PDD-NOS (a milder form
of Aspergers), which is how I came to be involved with the Cloud 9 Childrens
Foundation. I grew up in South Africa and lived in London for 7 years, before
emigrating to NZ 3 years ago.  I have a background in the Printing Industry and
Desk Top Publishing, and also ran a small, home-based business in the UK.

I started off as a volunteer here at C9CF and was later asked to launch and run the
bookshop. The bookshop had been planned for quite a while and was initiated by
Toby, the previous co-ordinator and Matt Winter.   It was great fun putting all their
plans into action and making orders for new books. (It's like Christmas every time
a new book delivery arrives!) I hope that the bookshop will become a valuable
resource for everyone in the Asperger Community. We aim to keep prices as low
as possible, and any profit we do make, is put back into the Foundation to help pay
for our many community programmes.

We would like you to think of this as YOUR bookshop, so please do feel free to
contact me at bookshop@entercloud9.com with any input, queries or suggestions
for books that you might have. You can also view our online bookshop at:
www.withyoueverystepoftheway.com/shop/shop.html.

The Bookshop Manager is available Tuesday 11-2pm, for all your bookshop
enquiries.

WHERE YOU CAN CONTACT US



WHAT WE ARE ALL ABOUT

We are a support organization, which works on both the national and regional
level in New Zealand to help out children and teenagers who have Asperger's
Syndrome. We also aim to assist those who help people with Asperger's Syndrome
such as the person's family and carers, teachers and professionals. An important
first step in helping children and teenagers with Asperger's Syndrome is increasing
the awareness of the syndrome in New Zealand as well as around the world. We
therefore have many programs and activities, which aim to lift the profile of
Asperger's Syndrome in the community.

HOW WE CAME TO BE

Raymond Thompson is the Chairman of the Cloud 9 group of companies which
produces family orientated television shows distributed to over 125 countries
around the world. Both Raymond Thompson and his son have been diagnosed
with Asperger's Syndrome. Raymond felt that New Zealand needed more readily
available information and support for children and teenagers with Asperger's
Syndrome. He also believed that he could be a positive successful role model for
others. In October 2000 the Cloud 9 Children's Foundation was established as
a non-profit charitable trust.  The Foundation is managed by a Board of Trustees
which includes Raymond and Linda Thompson, and the Foundation relies on
grants from funding agencies & fundraising efforts by its members in order to
continue with it's ongoing work.

WHAT WE HAVE TO OFFER

The Foundation operates on three different levels. We have a National Co-ordinator
who provides support and information to people from around New Zealand. At
this national level the Foundation aims to raise awareness and understanding of
those with Asperger's Syndrome and provide an easy first point of call for those
needing support.
The Foundation has its office in Wellington and as a natural extension of this,
provides programmes to the Wellington region. They are run as a need is identified
and resources are found.  The programs are parent-driven and the Foundation's
role is to support a core group of parents, who wish to start a program in a specific
area.  We can help by assisting with funding applications, brainstorming ideas for
format of group and helping to find staff to run group.

The third level that the Foundation operates on is a regional one. The Foundation
has developed many successful programmes in the Wellington region and is keen
for other regions to make the most of them too. Unfortunately, as resources are
limited, the Foundation is unable to provide these programmes directly and depends
on other local non-profit organisations to organise, fund and run them. However,
the Foundation is always willing to share its expertise and programme structures
with other groups.

National Level
- Support via hotline & website
- Quarterly newsletter & information leaflets
- Online bookstore

Wellington & Regional Level
- Open door office for people to drop in & get support (Lower Hutt base)
- Resource library
- Coffee morning, support meetings, information evenings
- Activity days during school holidays for AS children and families
- Social skills groups for teens with AS
- Teen club

Telling Children
about Asperger's
At the first parent education
meeting, the question was raised
"How do you tell your child that
they have Asperger's?"  There
were a great variety of answers to
this question.  The following is a
summary of some ideas &
suggestions that were arrived at
by the parents.

Why do we tell?

· They tend to know they are
different because of other
children and work at school.

· It helps the child to accept their
differences more. “your
software is different”

· So children can develop
positive self esteem about it.

· Prevents “family secrets”.
Children can imagine the worst
if they are not told.

How do we tell?

· Tell as part of a conversation.
· Leave pamphlets and books

about as conversation starters.
· Get to know other children with

aspergers.
· Use a large sheet of paper –

brainstorm the good & bad
aspects of each family member,
including the aspergers child.
Discuss as part of this process
the things an aspergers child
does, including positive role
models.

· Talk about good role models.
· It is also important to discuss

with siblings and wider family.

When do we tell?

· When social groupings change
and as peers become more
socially aware.

· When they start to ask, “why
am I different?”

· Do we tell before they are
aware of their differences so
that they can become used to
the idea that Aspergers is just
another aspect of their
personality?

Telling Siblings about Aspergers

· Siblings also realise the
aspergers child is different.

· Use moments that arise to
discuss issues as they come
up.

· Have different conversations
with different ages

Some resources that may be
helpful:
· Asperger's Huh?

- By Rosalie Schnurr
· So, this is Asperger's Syndrome

- By Elisa Gagnon
· What is AS & how will it affect

me - NAS, UK



J U L Y  S C H O O L  H O L I D A Y
PROGRAMS AT CLOUD 9
CHILDREN'S  FOUNDATION

Ten Pin Bowling
We had 30 children and teens come
along for some fun and exercise at
Petone Bowland during the last school
holidays.  It was a bit of a mission
getting everyone kitted out with the
right shoes & the right sized bowling
balls, but lovely to see so many keen
and enthusiastic young people
gathered together for a day out. There
were a few new faces; as well as our
regular attendees at holiday events.
A little patience was needed while
waiting for everyone's names to be
put up on the boards but after a short
wait we were away!  There was a real
mix of abilities - some had a very
unique style of bowling and there were
some who had obviously done this
before!  But it was great to see the
enjoyment and encouragement that
the bowlers gave each other.  And as
well it was a wonderful opportunity
for parents & caregivers to have an
entertaining morning out with their
kids and have a catch up with other
families at the same time.

Teen Social Event
We had a very successful karaoke
evening during the holidays also.  10
teens, their siblings and parents turned
up for this event.  We made use of a
Playstation 2 game called "SingStar",
which worked really well for the young
people.  The game provides a rating
scale where an encouraging
assessment of their performance is
fed back to players.  To start the
evening off, we invited Terry Shore
(who is an adult with AS) to speak
about his (rather unkind) experience
of participating in the NZ Idol talent
quest.  He also brought his guitar and
played the song he sang on the show.
 Terry also pointed out things he had
learned from being on the show.  We
then moved on to some games, and
getting to know you activities, supper
and then gave the teens the chance
to play some other playstation games,
watch a video, play the karaoke game
or just hang out.  It was great to see
teens choosing to circulate around;
often just finding a quiet space to sit
and talk too.

Our thanks to Terry Shore, Debbie &
John McCawe , Deirdre King,
Rebecca Jones & Matt Winter and to
all the teens & families for coming
along for a great night out!

Fun Gym For Jack
I was pleased to hear that Cloud 9
was having Fun Gym over the school

holidays.  It’s something that Jack
looks forward to.  This time Fun Gym
was in Taita which was a nice change
for us all and accepted well by Jack.
 This was a lovely little venue with all
new equipment for use.  Jack
especially liked seeing all the colour
accessories the gym had for song
time.   His favourite was the ladder
and with a little help learnt to climb
up and down all by himself.  We all
had a great time and would like to
thank Cloud 9 and the Gym in Taita
for having this wonderful activity
available for us to enjoy
Jack and Gaylene Rowland.

GROUPS AND ACTIVIT IES

Tuesday Teen Club
A group of teens aged 13-20 years
meets at the Phonic Youth Centre on
alternate Tuesday evenings from 7-
9pm.  This group offers the chance
to socialise and have fun in a relaxed
and supportive environment.  Activities
include playing pool, basketball,
drama activities, board games and
just generally hanging out together.
This is a mixed ability group and
includes some students from Hutt
Valley High School who volunteer their
time.  There are currently a few
vacancies in this lively group.

Wednesday Social Skills Groups
We have run one course already this
year and a new group has just begun
at the beginning of August.  This
programme is offered by the
Foundation to teenagers aged 14-18
years who have been diagnosed with
AS and is based on a course
developed by Dr Tony Attwood, but
adapted to suit the individuals
enrolled.  It is a 10-week course that
focuses on building emotional
understanding and social skills.  Some
comments from parents and teens at
the end of Group 1, 2004:

" Made my child realise a lot of things
all about relationships and appropriate
behaviour"
"Kinder attitude in some situations"
"Course expectations were met, but
needed lots of reinforcing at home"
"I enjoyed meeting new people and
learning how to cope with emotions"
Would you attend this course or similar
again? "No because I got a lot out of
this one!"

Plans are underway for the next social
skills group to be run at the beginning
of next year in the Kapiti region.  If
you live in this area and have an AS
teen aged 14-18 years who you think
would benefit from such a group,
please contact the Foundation Co-

FOUNDATION LOW DOWN
An update of  the Foundations Activities

ordinator to register your interest.  We
are also seeking a peer buddy for this
group (usually a very reliable, caring
& understanding teen without AS,
aged 17-25 years).  Perhaps someone
who is considering a career in
psychology, teaching, social work.  It
is a paid position for about 2 hrs per
week.

Parent Education Workshops
These are held on the first Wednesday
of the month (not during school
holidays) at the Foundation offices.
They are facilitated workshops based
around a topic decided on by the
parent group.  We have an excellent
turnout at these events and parents
and caregivers have found them to
be a great source of information and
support.  Previous speakers have
included - Peter Gunn, District
Manager, Group Special Education;
Jennie Jones, Skylight Trust - dealing
with anger; Grant Morris, Parent to
Parent - Caring for Siblings.  Other
topics have included Talking to your
child about diagnosis and Our Journey
to Here.
For more info please contact the
Foundation Co-ordinator.

Well ington Coffee Mornings
This is an informal group who meets
regularly in Wellington City for coffee
and a chat.  Parents meet on the first
Monday of the month at a venue
decided by the group.  For more
information please phone Vivienne
Coppell ph 3844 377.

Time Out For Grownups
Feel like a break?  Are there any
parents/carers who are interested in
get togethers and an escape from
routine.  It will be a good opportunity
to meet other parents of AS children
in an informal setting.  Some ideas
so far - Lighthouse Cinema, Sunday
brunch at a nice cafe or even a night
out at a relaxing winebar.  If interested,
please ring Michelle 4771595 in the
evening or leave a message with Barb
ph 920 9473.

A BOOKING HAS BEEN
MADE IN MARCH 4-6 2005,
FOR NEXT YEAR'S CAMP.

COST IS LIKELY TO BE
AROUND $100 PER FAMILY,
SO START PLANNING NOW
FOR A TERRIFIC SUMMER
HOLIDAY.



COMMUNITY NEWS

Abi l i ty  Awareness Week -
Wellington Institute of Technology
The Foundation was recently asked
to lead a lunchtime forum at
Wellington Institute of Technology
about AS as part of their Ability
Awareness Week.  About 20 tutors &
staff came along to listen.  I was very
ably helped with this task by my three
co-presenters; Hilary Stace, Ben
Jones & Oscar Stace.  We gave an
outline of the condition; emphasising
the positive aspects - role models
such as Einstein and other creative
thinkers, and spoke of some typical
difficulties faced by teens & young
adults with AS.  We would like to thank
Debbie Ter Borg, Disability Support
Services, Weltec for inviting us to
participate in this.  It is apparent that
there are quite a few students at
Weltec who have an autistic spectrum
disorder and that tutors are quite
receptive to finding out more
information about how to help these
students, while acknowledging the
time & resources restraints that they
work under.

The following is an excerpt from Ben
Jones' speech about his experience
of having AS (in his own words).  Ben
gave a very entertaining and original
speech, which was much enjoyed by
the tutors and gave them a good
illustration of the issues that we'd been
discussing.

"My name is Ben Jones & I have
Asperger's Syndrome.  Well, most
of you are looking like you've heard
about Asperger's so much you're
ready to fall asleep, so I'll make
this rather brief.  So basically, I like
to think of Asperger's; it's a bit like
in war, people have said that in war
everything is so fast moving that
when they come out everything
seems really slowed down to them.
The thing is with Asperger's I've
found that it's almost the opposite.
Everything seems so fast, the
conversations, it's so hard to fit in
cause you can barely almost not
understand what the people are
saying and you can't really relate
to them.  That's one of the bigger
problems..

The other thing is.. (I'll just draw a
little diagram)  there are two parts
of the brain (I'm not really a brain
surgeon or anything, so I'm just
guessing here!) that comes up with
ideas & stuff and the other part

gives you your self-confidence.
This is the part that gives you your
drive to go and tell others about
your ideas but people with AS -
their brain works fine, there's
nothing wrong with their brain -
…and they have so many different
ideas.  But because they've had
such a bad experience in life that
they'll almost get a lot of anxiety,
which can be recognised.  When I
was younger, because of the
different schools I was at, I was at
a christian school and whenever I
was not listening to the teacher,
the teacher used ways of getting
you to do stuff which was often
punishment, which resulted in me
feeling teachers thinking they're
better than you, so why even bother
eh?  So I'd bottle it all up and go
home and just sort of let rip on the
old parents eh.  So who am I?  I am
Ben & I have Asperger's.

Ben's comments about taking part in
the forum? "It was great; I enjoyed
being able to talk and be listened to.
I also liked answering the questions".
An unexpected other benefit was that
a staff member who attended the
forum disclosed for the first time that
he also has AS, and shared his
experiences about whether it was
good to disclose to employers about
the condition.

The teen panel - (from left) Oscar
Stace, Ben Jones, Brendan Chong

Capital Support Conference
Another recent event that the Co-
ordinator took part in was the Capital
Support Conference.  Capital Support
is the needs assessment agency,
which covers the Wellington region.
This was a special day for the team
at Capital Support to network with
community groups and was a very
useful networking day to help the
groups to get to know each other and
understand the roles we all play in

FOUNDATION LOW DOWN
An update of  the Foundations Activities

supporting people with disabilities.

Sport Opportunity Wellington
We are currently working with
Marguerite Christophers, from Sport
Wellington to discuss setting up an
indoor sports team for older teens &
young adults (16-25yrs).  Currently
there is little available for this age
group, so it would be good to establish
an active leisure group like this.  We
are in discussions also with some
other disability agencies to see if we
can share resources to get this group
up and running.  If you have an older
teen who may be interested, please
phone the Foundation Co-ordinator.
It is likely that particularly in the early
stages some assistance will be
required from family/whanau or carers.

STATEMENT OF
CONFIDENTIALITY

The Cloud 9 Chi ldren's
Foundation assure all Families,
individuals and professionals,
that all information obtained for
the purpose of registration or
general inquiry will be held in
the strictest confidence and will
not be divulged or released to
anyone without your prior
consent.

All data held is stored and
safeguarded from public
access at all times. The
Foundation Co-ordinator is the
only representative of the
Foundation privy to personal
information and private detail
on those registered with the
Cloud 9 Children's Foundation.

The Cloud 9 Chi ldren's
Foundation will never sell or
improperly distribute your
personal or demographic
information. The information
you provide about yourself -
whether over the phone, by
mail or online - is stored on a
secure database and is
maintained only to track you as
members of the Cloud 9
Children's Foundation client
base and in order to keep you
upda ted  w i th  re levan t
Foundat ion informat ion.



WITH THE RIGHT TOOLS, ONE
FAMILY HAS A ROUTINE WAY
TO COPE WITH ASPERGER'S
SYNDROME

Little William Dyne is so obsessed
with routine that he gets upset if his
mum Eleanor parks in a different spot
when she picks him up from school.

The five year old has Asperger's
Syndrome.  This means that despite
his intelligence, even the slightest
change to his routine leaves him
struggling to cope.

"It usually took six weeks of tantrums
to find out what he was upset about,"
says Eleanor who lives in Wellington
with her husband Peter and Williams
brother Nicholas (three).  "Even
parking somewhere different each day
would lead to a screaming fit."

However, Eleanor has discovered a
way to help William communicate -
not through words but through
pictures.

For example, William loves playing
on the trampoline and it helps reduce
his stress but he had to learn to share
it with Nicholas.  Eleanor took pictures
of them both on it, as well as symbols
for no shoes, no glasses and no
pushing, and William understood
straight away.

The idea of telling visual stories came
from Tautoko, a local agency that
helps families with challenging
behaviour.

"William responds well to visual
images," says Eleanor.  "I think it's
because Asperger's kids interpret
images better than language.  With
language, you say it and it's gone.  A
visual image remains to remind him."

The family's progress was given a
huge boost when they won a digital
camera and all-in-one
printer/scanner/fax from the HP33
Families programme - a programme
which has put technology in 33
families' homes to enhance their lives.

"Now instead of enduring six weeks
of tantrums, I can fix it in two days.
It's brilliant," Eleanor says.

William now has a chart on the wall
of what his day will entail.  It can be
updated if any changes need to be
made.

"Kids like William can't pick up things
like tone of voice and body language,"
says his mum.  "Life seems so
unpredictable and they are constantly
on edge so they rely a lot on routines."

And the easier it is for him to
understand a change, the easier it is

for the whole family.  Family members
know to give as much notice as
possible of future events and Williams
school is setting up a similar chart to
help him.

"It gives him certainty and stops him
asking me questions all the time.
Sometimes he will even say, 'Take
some photos of this Mummy,' because
he knows it helps," says Eleanor.
"We're going away for a weekend
break soon, which he loves but can
find really stressful because of the
changes.  So now I can take a picture
of the hotel and do a chart of each
day."

Maryvonne Gray
NZ Woman's Weekly, May 2004

PUTTING WILLIAM IN THE PICTURE

Left: “A visual image remains to
remind him”

Above: William, with mum Eleanor,
works on his chart.



TECHNOLOGY AND YOUR CHILD

"HIGH" TECH STRATEGIES
There are two "high"-tech strategies
which have proven very effective in
focusing on various skill areas for
children with autism: video taping and
computers.

VIDEO TAPING:
Children with autism are often highly
interested, motivated and thus
attentive to videos. Many children
enjoy repetitive viewing of videos due
to the "predictability" of the information
given; that is, knowing what's coming
up next. Thus video taping can serve
as an excellent tool with which to teach
numerous skills to children with
autism. These skills may include:

- Language comprehension skills:
Receptive vocabulary skills can be
taught through video taping (names
of common everyday objects, toys,
names of familiar people, animals,
etc.). Directions to complete various
routines can also be taught by the
same video taping strategy (e.g.,
making the bed, setting the table,
getting dressed, going to the library,
etc.).

- Social skills: Numerous social
situations can be video taped and
replayed to teach identification of
appropriate/inappropriate social
behaviors. Video taped segments
can be made of any social area in
which the ch i ld  might  be
experiencing difficulties (e.g., asking
for assistance, initiating varied
topics, maintaining topics initiated
by others, repetitive / perseverative
speech or question asking,
interupting others, etc.).
Non-verbal features of social
communication can also be
effectively taught through video
taping (e.g., tone of voice, facial
e x p r e s s i o n s ,  b o d y
postures/language, gestures,
personal space, vocal volume, etc.).
In addition, video taping can be
used to demonstrate how to
appropriately engage and/or interact
in various social contexts such as
recess, lunch, music class,
McDonald's, church, etc.

- Expressive language skills:
Expressive vocabulary skills (i.e.
names of items, people, places)
can be taught in much the same

way as receptive vocabulary skills.
The teaching of categorization skills
and concepts as well as pragmatic
language skills (social interaction
skills), can be enhanced through
the use of video taping.

- Self-help skills: Self- help skills
such as getting dressed, brushing
teeth, washing hands, even hygiene
can be demonstrated through the
use of videotaping.

- Emotions: Facial expressions
showing various emotional states
can be video taped, and shown, to
d e m o n s t r a t e  t h e  v a r i o u s
emotions/feelings.

- Academics: Writing skills, such as
drawing shapes, writing alphabet
letters, writing words (names of
familiar nouns), story generation,
etc. can also be demonstrated and
taught through video taping.

COMPUTERS:
Research on the use of computers
with students with autism revealed
the following :
- Increase in focused attention;
- Increase in overall attention span;
- Increase in in-seat behavior;
- Increase in fine motor skills;
- Increase in generalization skills

(from computer to related non-
computer activities);

- Decrease in agitation;
- Decrease in self-stimulatory

behaviors, and
- Decrease in  perseverat ive

responses.

Many students with autism are highly
interested and mot ivated by
computers. Therefore, computers
should be infused into the child's daily
curriculum, not used solely for reward
or recreational purposes. Computer
assisted learning can focus on
numerous academic areas as well as
provide an appropriate independent
leisure time activity for people with
autism. Camilla K. Hileman states that
computers are motivating to children
with autism, due to their predictability
and consistency, compared to the
unpredictable nature of human
responses. The computer does not
send confusing social messages. The
computer places the child in control,
allowing for the child to become an
independent learner.

ACCESSORY EQUIPMENT:
- Digital camera: A digital camera

can be very beneficial in making
t w o - d i m e n s i o n a l  v i s u a l
representation systems for children
who have a strong preference for
the visually-presented information.

- Scanner: A scanner can be used
to scan in numerous materials, such
as pages from books, assignment
sheets, CD covers, video covers,
etc. Once the item is scanned, it
can be shown as text or as a graphic
on the child's computer, allowing
him to access it through his
keyboard.

CONCLUSION
It is interesting to note that the majority
of strategies listed in this article fall
under the category of "low"-technology
and should therefore be easily
accessible to many at a relatively low
cost. It is important to consider that
all of these suggestions, from "low"-
tech to "high"-tech should always be
individualized to meet the unique
needs of any child with autism. Most
importantly, use of these varied modes
of technology will greatly increase the
child's independent functioning skills
by decreasing the amount of direct
support needed from another person.

Taken from:
http://www.cesa7.k12.wi.us/sped/autism
/assist/asst16.htm



WELLINGTON
Cloud 9 Children's Foundation - GSE
Consultation Meeting/s

When: Weds 6 October,
7.30 - 9.30pm

Where: Cloud 9 office,
1 Fairway Drive, Lower Hutt

Topic: Let's Talk Special Education
Who for: Parents, carers, educators

Public meetings have begun around
the country to discuss local services,
resources and future directions for
special education.  The Ministry of
Education wants to hear your views
about whether current services and
resourcing are adequate and
appropriate.

SUPPORT AND INFORMATION
News from the regions

What would you change????

This public meeting is your chance to
have your say, to let those in charge
know about your child's needs and
how they are (or not) being met
currently.  The vision for the future is
for parents, educators and providers
to work together in a collaborative
way to develop local service plans
and make shared decisions about
resource use for the local community.
GSE will share information about
national and local special education
resourcing and will facilitate discussion
about how well they are meeting the
needs of ASD young people and their
families.

This meeting will be specifically
targeting the needs of children and
teens with an Autistic Spectrum
Disorder and will be facilitated by a
representative from Group Special
Education.  Members from Autism NZ
and other local ASD support groups
will also be invited to take part.

DISTRICT ENGAGEMENT PROCESS - MEETING SCHEDULE FOR GREATER WGTN DISTRICT

Date Time Area Focus Venue

*Weds 6 Oct 7.30-9.30pm Lower Hutt/Wgtn Parents & educators Cloud 9 offices, 1 Fairway Dr,
- ASD specific Avalon

Thurs 7 Oct 3.00-5.00pm Lower Hutt Educators Ss Peter & Paul School (Unit 4)

Thurs 7 Oct 7.00-9.00pm Upper Hutt Parents Fergusson Intermediate School

Fri 8 Oct 9.00-11.00am Upper Hutt Educators Fergusson Intermediate School

Fri 8 Oct 3.00-5.00pm Lower Hutt Agencies GSE - 4th Floor Conference

Weds 13 Oct 9.00-11.00am Lower Hutt GSE staff GSE - 4th Floor Conference

Weds 13 Oct 7.00-9.00pm Wellington-multi General/refugee/ St Andrews on the Terrace
cultural immigrants

GSE DISTRICT OFFICES

Area Phone Number Area Phone Number

Tai Tokerau (Whangarei) 09 438 7677 Northwest (Takapuna) 09 4871100

Manukau 09 270 4489 Auckland City 09 574 3800

Waikato 07 850 8880 Bay of Plenty East 07 571 7800

Bay of Plenty West 07 348 5145 Gisborne 06 868 0120

Hawkes Bay 06 870 9750 Taranaki 06 758 7858

Central (Palmerston North) 06 358 3026 Greater Wellington 04 570 3666

Marlborough/Nelson / 03 546 3470 Canterbury 03 364 3710
West Coast

Otago 03 477 8610 Southland 03 218 2442

*ASD specific meeting

The above timetable is for the Greater Wellington District only.  We would encourage other regions to set up similar meetings
(specifically for ASD issues, if they wish) and to contact their local GSE office to arrange for this to happen.




